
NEWS WRAPmint
LIVEMINT.COM

MONDAY, 29 APRIL 2024
NEW DELHI

Studypredicts faster IndianOceanwarmingwith fatalresults

TheIndian Oceanisexpectedtoexperiencesurfacewarmingof1.4°C to
3°C between2020and 2100,which will push it intoa near-permanent
heatwavestate, intensifycyclones,affect themonsoon,and lead toa rise

insealevels,accordingtoa newstudy.
Thestudy, led byRoxyMathewRoll,a climatescientistat the Pune-based

Indian InstituteofTropical Meteorology,showed thatmarine heatwaves
(periodsofabnormally highocean temperatures)are projectedtoincrease
from20daysperyear (during1970-2000)to220-250daysperyear,pushing
the tropical Indian Ocean intoa basin-wide near-permanent heatwavestate by
theend ofthe21stcentury.Marine heatwavescause habitat destruction dueto
coral bleaching,seagrassdestruction,andlossof kelpforests,affectingthe
fisheriessectoradversely.Theyalso lead tothe rapid intensificationof
cyclones.The maximumwarmingwilloccur in the northwestern Indian
Ocean, includingtheArabianSea,while therewillbe reduced warmingoff the
SumatraandJavacoasts. pti

Faster warmingof the Indian Ocean will push it into a near-permanent
heatwave state, intensify cyclones and lead to a rise in sea levels, reuters


